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IN THE GREAT BIG WORLD of professional! wrestling, 
the superstars are the men with might and muscle, force and 
fierceness, cunning and courage. . . .They’ve got all the talents 
they need to help them achieve goals that their opponents can't. 
These incredible kings of the ring have roared to the top of 
the ranks and made their way into the scrapbooks of wres- 
tling fans everywhere. Heroes and villains, monsters and 
mites, rule makers and rule breakers — these Supermen of the 
ring are the greatest attractions on the wrestling map. 


He's today’s greatest ring hero, and everybody wants to be 
in his shoes. But there is only one HULK HOGAN. 

Among all of the wrestling kingdoms stars, the Hulkster 
is the one on top of the mountain of fame. And he’s probably 
won more success (and fans) in a shorter time than anybody. 
Since winning wrestling’s biggest prize —the World Wrestling 


The Incredible Hulk 
Hogan is the current WWF 
Heavyweight champ. 


Federation (WWF) Heavyweight Championship —back in 
January of 1984, Hulk has carried the sport to new heights 
on his huge back. At 6’8” and over 300 pounds, the golden- 
haired Hulkster first came to the world’s attention in the movie 
Rocky IIT (1982). He played “Thunderlips,” a brutal battler who 
nearly destroys Rocky Balboa (Sylvester Stallone) in a charity 
match. To this day, Hogan enters the real-life ring as his 
musical trademark, “Eye of the Tiger” (the movie’s theme 
song), announces his arrival. “The Incredible Hulk,” from 
Venice Beach, California, combines strength, speed, size, 
stamina, strategy, and almost any hold in the book to stop his 
rivals. Since beating the dreaded Iron Sheik for the WWF 
belt, Hulk has used all those weapons to defeat some of wres- 
tling’s other bad boys (including “Dr. D” David Schultz, 
“Big John” Studd, and the Masked Superstar). He’s almost 
convinced fans that he'll never lose. 


“Big John” Studd is ready 
for all comers. 
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Wrestling is war for both the good guys and the bad guys, 
but no one is a more sensational warrior than SERGEANT _ 
SLAUGHTER, the former Marine from Parris Island, 
South Carolina. “Sarge” is one grappler who's earned his 
stripes for the rank of “Most Popular.” Armed with his world- 
famous “Cobra Clutch,” Sarge battled his way into the hearts 
of his fans by winning the National Wrestling Alliance 
(NWA) Tag Team Title with Don Kernodle. Next he headed 
for WWE turf to declare war on all “foreign threats.” Now 
the square-faced Sarge (called “Ironjaw” by 
his marine troops) is marching through the 
American Wrestling Association (AWA) 
and has settled his past feuds so he can 
work on his biggest enemy: Iran’s Iron 
Sheik. Sarge offers a warning to the 
Sheik and anybody else disrespectful 
to the Stars and Stripes: “I'll defend 
the U.S.A. forever!” 


Left: Sergeant Slaughter Right: “Nature Boy” Ric 
warns: “I'll defend the USA Flair pulls a fast one on 
forever!” Ronnie Garvin. 


Although he’s a strong contender for any of the major 
crowns, Sarge has yet to land the top gold. That’s never been 
a problem for “NATURE BOY” RIC FLAIR, current 
holder of the NWA Heavyweight Title and one of the most 
stubborn grapplers ever. The glamorous and highly skilled 
Flair, a native of Minneapolis, Minnesota, has twice lost the 
NWA belt—and twice he’s grabbed it back. Flair defeated 
the legendary Dusty Rhodes to earn the NWA honors in 1981, 
and held the throne for two years before an even bigger 
legend, Harley Race, took it away. Flair toppled Race in 1983, 
but fell six months later to young Kerry Von Erich. Flair’s 
competitive spirit shone through, though, when he followed 
Von Erich to Tokyo, Japan, and beat him to regain the title. 


Canada has given wrestling plenty of great grapplers, but 
few have been as successful or as likeable as RICK 
MARTEL, the handsome and graceful AWA Heavyweight 
Champion. Since he battered Japan’s Jumbo Tsuruta in 1984 


Champ Rick Martel sticks 
it to the nasty Masked 
Superstar. 


to win the strap, Martel has finally found fame and fortune, 
winning the WWE Tag Team Championship twice (with 
Tony Garea). The Quebec native comes from a wrestling 
family (his brothers, Pierre and Maurice, went to the pros 
earlier) and is a tremendously popular ring man who always 
gives his all. “When my hand is raised in victory,” he declares, 
“I know my victory is deserved.” 


If size was the only way to measure popularity, then 
ANDRE THE GIANT would be “most popular” forever. 
But the 75”, 497-pound wonderman from Grenoble, France, 
possesses so many other amazing talents that his 
measurements could almost be forgotten. Andre is one of the 
sport’s most long-lasting legends: he’s been the people's choice 
since leaping into the ring in 1970. Every day the Giant adds 
to his legend —he’s the only individual battler who has never 
been defeated. Though Andre’s international schedule has 
never allowed him to win a big regional title, he’s probably 
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Andre the Giant gets the 
upper hand on this rival. 


been the favorite of more fans than any wrestler ever. It’s not 
just height and weight—but also experience and skill—that 
earn Andre one title that no one else holds: “The Eighth 
Wonder of the World.” 


The word “respect” is heard most often in describing 
rugged veteran NICK BOCKWINKEL, the three-time 
winner of the AWA Heavyweight belt. Big Nick, who came 
on the scene from Beverly Hills, California, fought to win 
the AWA belt in 1975 and held it until 1980, when Verne 
Gagne (another great vet), upended him. But Bockwinkel 
regained the belt when Gagne retired, and he defended it 
bravely until Austrian Otto Wanz snatched it away in a ma- 
jor upset. Bockwinkel was the victor in a rematch, but 
another overseas opponent, Japan’s Jumbo Tsuruta, took the 
throne in a brutal Tokyo match in 1984. Fans worldwide 
know that Bockwinkel is one of wrestling’s rare “gentlemen” 
and one of its most scientific matmen. 


Mat veteran Nick Bock- 
winkel latches on to Rick 


Martel. 


Many of today’s wrestling standouts have been called the 
people’s choice, but only one really has this remarkable tag: 
BOB BACKLUND, “The People’s Champ.” On the day he 
stormed in to win the WWE Heavyweight Title in 1978, 
Backlund became the best-loved king in this sport of kings, 
gaining a reputation for beating every villain who stepped 
in his way. His reign lasted until 1983, when the Iron Sheik 
snagged the belt ina very close match. Some people still think 
the belt was awarded to the wrong man. 


When a fan looks upward to do a little star-gazing, chances 

are he'll spot the incredible “SUPERFLY” JIMMY 
SNUKA soaring overhead. The awesome sky 
king from the South Pacific’s Fiji Islands is 
best known for his fantastic body and his 


terrifying “Superfly Death Leap.” 
This breath-taking stunt begins 
from the heights of the ring’s 
top rope and ends when the 


Left: Bob Backlund puts 
the squeeze on the 
Masked Superstar. 


Right: \t’s not a bird, and 
it’s not a plane! It’s Super- 
fly Snuka, and he’s just 
about to land on Afa, the 
Samoan. 
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Kerry Von Erich gives Ric 
Flair a grand slam into the 


ropes. 
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stunned victim is crushed beneath Snuka’s 250 pounds. The | 
“Superfly” has been climbing up in the WWF rankings for 

his long-overdue chance at the gold strap. His opponents 

know that the Fiji sensation is not joking when he warns, 

“I promise the Superfly will fly to even greater heights!” 


A deep love for his family pushed KERRY VON ERICH 
into the spotlight among the world’s finest heavyweights. The 
son of old-time mat marvel Fritz Von Erich and the brother 
of wrestlers Kevin Von Erich and the late David Von Erich, 
Kerry first got notice when he won the 1984 NWA 
title from Ric Flair at his “home park” (Texas 
Stadium). Flair beat him in a rematch just a 
few weeks later, but Kerry has been on the 
prowl ever since, and his trip to stardom has 
barely begun. 


The name “ROWDY” RODDY PIPER 
stirs up bad feelings among ring watchers 
and wrestlers alike. The Scottish-born 


“Rowdy” Roddy Piper 
shows off his prize. 


Piper is a terror in the WWF, and has brewed feuds with 
Andre the Giant, Jimmy Snuka, Greg Valentine, and many 
others. They all agree that, love him or hate him, the best 
thing to do is stay away from Rowdy Roddy. 


“The American Dream,’ DUSTY RHODES, keeps roll- 
ing along, and that’s always meant nightmares for his op- 
ponents. The experienced tough guy from Austin, Texas, is 
still seeking belts to add to his huge collection, which includes 
the NWA Championship, the Southern Heavyweight title, and 
the US Tag Team crown. Dusty will never stop thrilling his 
fans along the way to even greater success. 


Even if HARLEY RACE never wrestles again, he knows 
that his greatest record will never be broken. The bearded 
bomber from Kansas City, Missouri, is the only man who 
has won the NWA Championship seven times. Harley is still 
very active, and now he’s gunning for the title (held by Ric 
Flair) —to make his record stand at an even eight. 


Longtime champ Dusty 
Rhodes pins an unfor- 
tunate rival to the mat. 


The comeback of the “Happy Hawaiian,’ RICKY 
STEAMBOAT has pleased his many followers, but that’s not 
true of the opponents he now beats regularly. Steamboat 
retired from the ring to open a gymnasium at the peak of 
his career, but when he stepped back onto the mat, the U S 
Heavyweight Championship quickly became his. Now his 
many challengers are trying to retire him again. . . for good. 


“No one can beat me!” brags “BRUISER” BRODY, who 
has been setting fire to wrestling mats around the 

world. Very few battlers want to argue with 
the super-powerful 6’8”, 320-pounder from 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Brody’s 
outrageous physical skills have 
brought him loads of regional 


belts, and now he’s gearing 
up again to terrorize the 
“big-league” champs. 
Left: Ricky Steamboat’s 
comeback has helped him 


win the US Heavyweight Right: Harley Race gets a 
Championship. good hold on Ric Flair. 


CAPTAIN LOU ALBANOhas a face that any wrestling 
fan would recognize. He’s been on the grappling scene for 
over 25 years, and during that time he’s managed many mat 
greats. Among his champs have been Afa and Sika, the Wild 
Samoans, the Moondogs, Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka, and the 
Magnificent Muraco. 

Albano has been on both sides of the WWF—both as a 
good guy and as a bad guy. He once staged a grudge match 
to get revenge on Superfly Snuka after that Fiji Island bat- 
tler signed a new contract with a rival manager, Buddy 
Rogers. Although the Captain's “help” (Ray “The Crippler” 
Stevens) won that round, when the Superfly recovered he 
went after Albano in the ring at Madison Square Garden and 
sent him running. 

Now the Captain is looking for fame under a different 
spotlight—he’s starred in the hit video, “Girls Just Wanna 
Have Fun,’ by rock star Cyndi Lauper. He’s also on the road 
outside the ring as a spokesman for charities. 


Take a tip from Captain 
Lou Albano: Wrestle- 
mania is here to stay! 


Anybody who insists that his name is “Mr. Wonderful” can't 
be all bad, and PAUL ORNDORFF wants to make that 
clear. For years Orndorff delighted fans in his nasty approach 
to the mat wars, but lately he’s been trying to ease his way 
into our hearts as a good guy! Still, Orndorff really wants 
acrack at the WWF belt, and that could mean another change 
of heart, because to get it hell have to beat wrestling’s 
number-one good-guy— Hulk Hogan. 


These guys are what wrestling’s all about— 
and where else but in pro wrestling can a 
fan choose from such a thrilling variety 
of villains, champs, supermen, and 
monsters? The superstars are the 
best of the best—because they 
tower over all the rest! 


Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orn- 
dorff is now one of the 
good guys in the ring. 
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Ringside Wrestling™ brings you The Superstars of this 
exciting sport. In this book, you'll meet the ring’s 
hottest mat men—Hulk Hogan, Andre the Giant, 

Ric Flair, and more! 
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